[Ethical dilemmas in the sharing of information in the care of HIV-infected children].
Ethical dilemmas are regularly encountered in the care of patients infected with HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus), especially in issues regarding professional confidentiality and shared information with the child and his/her family as well as among professional health workers. This communicable disease, which can be treated but not yet cured, leads to exclusion, due to the fear of infection, to its severity and induces stigmatisation of affected individuals. It interferes with life projects, sexuality, reproductive health, family life, projection into the future. In HIV paediatrics, practitioners regularly deal with complex situations and need to balance parental authority and children's needs/dependence, respect of patient's confidentiality and hazards to another person's health, potential negative impact of disclosing information and risks attributable to the lack of information.